
 

From Fr John Chadwick, Parish Priest 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

I just wanted to register my immense gratitude, on behalf of us all, to the Team who have made the 
reopening of the Church possible. I know the effort has been great to maximise the opportunity to 
visit the church with every attention being paid to our safety. 

God bless, one and all, for this service. 

Fr John 

 

From Richard Martin, Chair of the Pastoral Council 

Dear friends 

Welcome home! I’m delighted to be able to confirm that, after twelve weeks of not being able to use 
our church, we will be opening from this week, albeit in a very limited way to begin with, for private 
prayer in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament.  What a joy for our parish family to begin to gather 
again! 

Deciding when and how we do this in a way that is appropriate and in line with all government and 
diocesan guidelines has not been an easy process. The Pastoral Council set up a “Back-to-Church 
Task Force” consisting of parishioners with relevant expertise, experience and skills to plan and 
implement this, and I thank all of them on behalf of the parish for giving their time, energy and 
wisdom so generously over recent weeks. We are blessed to have such wisdom in our community. 

The decision has been taken to start in a small, limited way and to review and amend it regularly in 
the coming weeks in light of demand, availability of volunteer stewards, feedback and experience.  
Thank you for your patience and understanding. 

So you are aware: 

• There is currently no obligation to attend church and this will remain the case for the 
foreseeable future.  Any decision to attend or not is an entirely personal one for you 

• Our church will look very different when you arrive; it will not be a case of coming back to 
what you are used to, though we have done our best to ensure it still feels like a ‘sacred 
space’.  Let us focus instead on the joy of being able to pray together once more in the 
presence of the Blessed Sacrament! 

• The maximum capacity initially will be only 18 people, including three double-seats for two 
people from the same household or ‘social bubble’. All other seats are for individuals, spaced 
exactly 2 metres apart.   

When will the church be open? 

Until further notice, our church will be open for private 
silent prayer only at the following times: 

  Wednesday mornings 9.30-10.30am 

  Friday evenings  7.00-8.00pm 

You are welcome to arrive and leave when you wish 
within those times – you do not need to stay for the 
whole hour.  If numbers exceed the maximum 
capacity allowed, please consider staying for a 
shorter time than you may have intended, so that 
everyone may have a chance to pray. 

 

Continued on next page…  



 

How safe will it be for me to come? 

• A full risk assessment has been carried out 
• All health, hygiene and social distancing guidelines from the government and the diocese have 

been catered for and will need to be followed by everyone attending 
• The church will have been thoroughly cleaned before opening 
• There will be a ‘one-way’ system, with people entering by the main church doors and leaving 

via the fire exit 
• A team of trained volunteer stewards will be on hand throughout to help people understand 

what procedures need to be followed and in case of any difficulty 
• Out of concern for others, please consider staying away for now if you are ‘shielding’, in the 

‘extremely vulnerable’ category or are unwell in any way.  If you are over 70, the decision 
whether to come or not is yours if you are in good health 

• If you wish to wear a cloth face covering, you are very welcome to do so in church, but it is 
not a requirement 

• When someone leaves the church, their seat will be cleaned before a new person uses it 
• TOILETS have to be kept closed for health reasons and so will not be available  

(In an emergency, see one of the stewards) 

What is the procedure? 

Arriving: 

• You will get a friendly ‘welcome home’ as you arrive 
• If you arrive before the start time, please queue outside as indicated, maintaining correct 

social distance 
• If we have reached the maximum capacity when you arrive, you will be invited to wait outside 

until someone leaves the church (“one out, one in”) 
• As you come into the church, please cleanse your hands using the hand sanitiser provided 
• Please avoid touching any surfaces (doors will all be open) 
• The Blessed Sacrament will be exposed on the altar for adoration, but please only genuflect in 

the area by the internal double doors just before you enter the body of the church 
• Please make your way directly to one of the designated seats, staying at least 2 metres from 

anyone else as much as possible 
• Please SIT ONLY – at the moment it is not possible to cater for people kneeling or standing, 

because this would break social distancing guidelines. We understand that you may wish to 
kneel, but please respect the safety of others by not doing so. As a priest once said to me 
when I was once unable to kneel: “The important thing is to bend your heart, not your knee” 

Leaving: 

• When leaving, please make your way by one of the two aisles directly to the marked exit (the 
fire exit behind the piano) 

• If you are still present at the end of the session, please stay seated until invited to leave by a 
steward, so that the group’s exit can be managed safely 

• If you wish to genuflect when leaving, please wait until you are near the exit door to do so 
• As you exit, please again cleanse your hands using the hand sanitiser provided 

What else might be useful to know? 

• You may bring your own prayer aids with you (e.g. books, prayer cards, rosary) 
• At the moment it will not be possible to light any votive candles 

• Whether or not we extend provision in the future will depend on demand, feedback, the 
number of volunteer stewards who come forward and the latest government and diocese 
guidelines 

• We welcome your constructive feedback and offers of help  
– please phone 01202 483340 or email stjosephschristchurch@gmail.com  

 

Thank you! 
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