
 

St Joseph’s Pastoral Council Virtual Meeting  25th May 2021 

Present:   Peter T, (Chair) Fr John, Hugh, Lesley, Pete B, Peter E, Irene, Richard M, Johanna, 
Mary.   Guests: Juliette and Emma.  Apologies: Wendy 
 
1. Opening prayer: Hugh. Peter T welcomed everyone, including guests Juliette and Emma 
2. Minutes of 28th April: approved. (Minutes are now being posted on the website.) 
3. Matters Arising:  

Congratulations expressed to Peter, Hugh and Chris Bryden for the hard work put 
into preparing the Mass to celebrate St Joseph the Worker on May 1st 

4. Parish Development: 
4.i. Ministry to families, children and young people:  
Presentation by Juliette, Johanna and Emma  
Peter thanked the three ladies, describing their proposal as ‘inspiring’. 
Initial Responses from PC were unanimously positive, including: 
‘really exciting’; ‘energising.’ 
‘need to maintain positivity and not focus on issues/difficulties.’ 
‘investing in a few young leaders will encourage others.’ 
‘9 to 12 months is a sustainable timescale – with a review at this point. 
‘root everything in intercessory prayer.’ 
‘need to be realistic and not give up – changes will take time to bed in.’ 
 
PC members will consider the proposals and respond ASAP, since a start date of 1st 
September 2021 is planned:  We will met again on Wednesday 2nd June at 2pm 

         4.ii  Managing Transition: 
                 A joint letter and supplementary information documents have been prepared  
                 by HR and St Joseph’s. Fr John will forward these to the Bishop shortly. 
                 The joint letter was described as ‘powerful and challenging.’ 
         4.iii The Big Decision: Fr John’s challenge to the PC now almost superseded. 
         5. i. Finance: we are close to completing the repayment of the debt 
         5. ii. ‘As One’: We do not have the capacity to engage with this at present 
         5. iii. Changes in the light of new guidance: Not discussed (Richard had left) 
         5. iv. Safeguarding: No Diocesan DBS checks can be carried out at present 
         5. v. Accompaniment: FHC families will be visited again to ask what they want/need 

         7. AOB. 
Irene asked how we will welcome people to our church. The old office is being refurbished          
as a home for the bric a brac and should also provide a welcome and information/ newsletters 
etc, especially when the office is not manned. This should be ‘front of house for the parish.’ 
To be discussed further, in consultation with the buildings committee 

The meeting finished with prayer led by Irene. 

Next (extraordinary) meeting: Wednesday 2nd June at 2pm 


