


Our Lady of Sorrows and St Philip Benizi, Fordingbridge

PARISH PASTORAL GROUP (NB. New title/focus of group)
"To love and serve God, and God's people, by enabling His gifts to bear good fruit in all."

Minutes of meeting held 13th February 2025
	ITEM
	DISCUSSION
	ACTION
	By whom
	By when

	25.01
	Present: 
Parish Priest: Canon Paul Townsend 
Larry Bartel (Chair); Helen Eales; John Elliott; 
 David Bates; Helen Thomas; 

Parish Administrator:  Report received from Melissa Hildreth 

Apologies received: Peter Hayton; Phil Rogers; Steve Berry;

	
	
	

	25.02
	Larry welcomed everyone, 
The meeting opened with the gospel of the day and reflection from Canon Paul

	
	
	

	25.03
	The minutes of meeting 5TH December 2024 agreed as true record.
Matters arising:  None

	

	


	

	25.04
	Administrators Report
Following latest Fire Risk Assessment there are various works being undertaken eg.  Emergency lighting in the church
Carpet on the altar steps replaced
New door for Priest’s garage.
Contract for the hall.  Now used by Fordingbridge Choral Society each Wednesday evening.
Tree and holly bush cut down and ground out providing 5 more grave sites
Boundary repairs are now underway.

	
	
	

	25.05
	Pastoral Issues.

1. New Forest Pastoral Area (NFPA) 
Parishes would prefer to maintain their own budgets and hope to clarify this with the Diocese.  The bishop’s visit to NFPA has been delayed.   No further information at present.
2. Social events: 
· The Bell Boys music evening in aid of Bell fund to be held 12th April.
· One Voice Choir want to return in Jul for another concert.  
· John Elliott proposed a parish trip to Salisbury with tour. Date 18th June.
·  Canon Paul’s retirement:  Following the success of the 40th Anniversary Garden party, we proposed a repeat to mark Canon Paul’s retirement. He was in agreement and plans will be made for this to take place in August 

3. Reaching out:  The films of The Chosen are enjoying a second season.  In light of the costs this is entailing and the attention it is receiving it was agreed that this parish should repeat our donation of £100 towards expenses. 
4. Churches Together:  The minutes of the latest meeting have reached us:  There are plans for the World Day of Prayer (hosted by Catholic church this year). Good Friday Walk of Witness; and VE Commemoration picnic. 
5. Ringwood & Fordingbridge Joint CAFOD report:  
Lenten Lunches being organised again in both churches. Wide reach to other churches and local residents.
Plans for engaging with the Jubilee Year of Hope after Easter including a walk.
Provisional date of 13th September for Beetle Drive and supper. 
6. Volunteering within the parish: 
There is a clear need in a small parish for as much engagement in parish activities as possible.  Particularly if we are to continue as a thriving community.   There are many roles and almost everyone can offer something.  We need to offer opportunities for parishioners to get involved where they can. Suggestion lists were distributed for people to consider and return

	





To promote and arrange ticket sales, etc.
To liaise with One Voice, fix a date, etc
To coordinate the trip to Salisbury.

Ongoing planning to take place.


To arrange for £100 to go to The Chosen team





To forward CAFOD Group meeting notes to PPG and place on website. 
To keep parishioners updated of plans
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Ongoing20.02
18.06





28.02














	25.06
	Health and Safety:
· Safeguarding.   Helen T fed back that the system for DBS has become more complex as people now have to self-register.  It is a deterrent to some to continue.   
· Buildings.  (See Administrator’s report)
	
To raise concerns with Diocesan Safeguarding team.



	
HT


. 
	
28.03

	25.07
	Financial Report:  Thank you to Donna Kerrigan for the headline parish report.  John Elliott raised the question about the £100,000 deficit.  

	To speak to Donna for clarification.
	    LB
	asap

	25. 08
	AOB. Church Flowers Following the passing of Teresa Rogers, there is nobody now holding overall responsibility for the church flowers.  A rota has been circulated but bigger occasions such as Easter and Christmas need more leadership.  There is no current contract with a wholesaler either.
	To make an appeal for someone to take on that role through the newsletter initially.
	MH
	28.02

	25. 09 
	Carry Forward Items:  Re-visit social events, esp. Canon Paul’s retirement. 

	
	
	

	25.10
	Larry ended the meeting and thanked everyone for their input.
The meeting closed with prayers led by Canon Paul.

	
	
	



NEXT MEETING DATE:  Thursday 15th May from 6.45pm to 8.30pm 
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