
Homily 1st Sunday in Lent 2024

Have you ever seen the expression of utter joy and amazement when a child is first aware of a 
rainbow in the sky? I had the fortune of being with my eldest Grandson, Gabriel at such a 
moment. He was jumping with excitement and crying out with bubbly enthusiasm at the sight of 
the great arc of colour in the sky. ‘Is it true Grandad, is it really true that there is a pot of gold at 
the end of a rainbow?’. ‘Of course it’s true, Gabriel!’, and I really meant it.

In The First Reading from Genesis today God destroys the earth by a great flood. He saves 
Noah, his family and two kinds of every animal on the earth. When the flood subsides, and the 
messenger dove returns with an olive branch a beautiful rainbow appears in the sky. God 
promises that the earth will never again be destroyed by the waters of a flood and informs Noah 
and his family that the rainbow would be a covenant sign for all times, of hope for God’s People.

Whilst there are those who still take this Genesis Story of The Flood literally, we must look, not so 
much at the historical account as to, the theological message (Koch, R, The Riddle of Genesis, 
Franciscan Herald Press, 1968). Genesis 1-11 is pre-history and according to most Biblical 
Scholars it represents The Chosen People’s attempt to explain the origins of the world by 
reflecting on their own history and by using Near Eastern myths to express their faith in God, 
Yahweh as Creator and Sustainer of the universe,

Historically The Chosen People, on God’s initiative, had been called when Abraham was a 
wandering Aramean (Genesis:12ff), a nomad with no home. Abraham for a time lived in great 
harmony with God but his pride and selfishness led him to sin against God and doubt the promise 
made by God that he would be ‘The Father of many nations and as numerous as the stars in 
heaven and grains of sand on the seashore.’ For a time, God was angry with Abraham 
but eventually relented and established a further covenant with him, giving his family hope and 
assurance of God’s infinite fidelity and love. This cycle is repeated in the lives of the great Biblical 
figures such as Moses, David and The Chosen People themselves.

In The pre-history Creation Stories (Genesis: 1-11) this pattern is clearly used to explain God as 
the source of all life on earth and humanity’s consistent distancing from The Divine Maker. God 
takes the initiative to create man and woman (Genesis 1-3). For a while Adam and Eve live in 
harmony with God in The Garden of Eden. Eventually Adam’s pride and Eve’s submission to the 
evil one causes them to sin by eating of the ‘forbidden fruit’. God gets angry and casts them out 
naked from The Garden. However, God relents and establishes a new covenant with Adam and 
Eve with the promise that ‘the woman would crush the serpent’s head.’ The Story of Cain and 
Abel, (Genesis 4) as sin spreads to a family, follows the same cycle. The Flood (Genesis 6-9) and 
the spread of sin to a nation again follow the same pattern and finally as sin becomes global, the 
languages are confused by God due to nations’ pride that they can reach God and be like God by 
building great towers like the one at Babel (Genesis 11). So, Genesis 1-11 is a reflection on 
God’s constant and faithful love contrasted with humanity’s inability to respond to that love with 
humility and love throughout history.

In Mark’s version of The Temptation Stories, today’s Gospel, the New and Eternal Covenant is 
initiated in the person of The God-Man Jesus Christ who unlike Abraham, Moses, King David and 
The Chosen People, overcomes the temptations of the devil and refuses to abandon his Godhead 
of love, his care of the most-needy and his spiritual mission, in particular, to the outcasts.

Every time we see a rainbow, like Gabriel, we should be filled with exuberance and 
heartfelt excitement as it reminds us of that ‘pot of gold’, our eternal salvation and freedom from 
sin and death ransomed for us through the blood of The Lamb. Jesus himself has broken the 
downward spiral which we as human beings had fallen into by our pride, self-reliance 
and selfishness, making ourselves gods instead of humbly and graciously worshipping 
the ‘Servant King’. What joy and excitement should we share today, having 
freely received the priceless gift of salvation and eternal life? Our only possible response to this is 
to joyfully love God and our neighbour in return particularly, those most in need and shunned by 
society.


