
Homily 2nd Sunday in Lent 2024

The Shack is a best-selling novel by William Paul Young. It’s the story of Makenzie 
Phillips (Mack) who tragically lost his daughter during a camping holiday. As Mack 
grieves, he receives an invite in the post to visit ‘The Shack’, the murder scene of his 
little girl, He goes to ‘The Shack’ alone and in secret where he encounters God in 
The form of The Trinity. God the Father is portrayed as an elderly African-
American woman (Papa), Jesus as a relatively young Middle/Eastern handyman and 
The Holy Spirit an Asian woman. At one point Mack, angered by the fact that God 
had deliberately put Jesus, and indeed Mack’s daughter Missy, through such an 
ordeal as The Passion, asks his host why she stood back and allowed her son to 
endure such a cruel death. Papa explains, ‘There was not one scourge, not one 
thorn, not one nail that Jesus endured that I didn’t suffer too,’

In today’s reading from Genesis, Abraham’s faith is also severely put to the test. 
Imagine the agony, the torment and the pain he experienced as God asked him to 
sacrifice his only son, Isaac. As he loaded the donkey with wood for the fire and 
materials for the altar and made his way to the mountain of sacrifice his heart must 
have been broken in a thousand pieces at the thought of being expected to execute 
his only son. However, having obeyed God’s command Abraham was found worthy 
and God himself provided the sacrificial lamb in the form of a young ‘ram caught by 
its horns in a bush.’

In today’s Gospel we could explain The Transfiguration as a ‘theophany’ or 
manifestation of God on the mountain, a place of encounter with the 
divine. We could interpret the presence of Moses and Elijah as representing The Old 
Testament Law and Prophets. We could then explain Jesus as the fulfilment of The 
Old Testament prophecies and the perfecting of the Old Testament Law, The Torah. 
We might interpret the references to ‘tents’ as Jesus, the presence of God among his 
people, the new Ark of The Covenant. However, I rather wish to emphasise that The 
Apostles, Peter, James and John, were commanded not to tell anyone what they had 
seen until Jesus was ‘raised from the dead.’ it is clear that Jesus knew of his 
impending crucifixion and death long before that dreaded ordeal in Calvary. He knew 
the suffering he would have to endure. He was aware of the excruciating pain he 
would be subjected to at the hands of The Romans. Remember his words to Pilate, ‘I 
was born for this…’

Perhaps as early as twelve years of age Jesus was aware of his terrible fate, ‘Don’t 
you know I must be about my father’s business?’ Certainly, from the beginning of his 
public ministry his focus was on Jerusalem and the death that awaited him. At 
Caesarea Phillipi he asks, ‘Who do people say I am?’ When the disciples reply that 
the word was that he was John the Baptist brought back to life, Elijah or one of The 
Prophets he tells them, ‘The Son of Man must suffer and die...’

So arguably all three persons in the One God, all suffered the ignominy of The 
Cross. Whilst Abraham was spared the pain of seeing his son suffer and die, God 
our Father was not, as is clear from today’s Second Reading from Romans. Finally, 
we tend to associate Jesus’ mental agony only with The Garden of Gethsemane but 
clearly those dark thoughts haunted him often as he journeyed towards Jerusalem, 
his place of destiny and the city of our salvation. What a price God paid to free us 
from sin and from death!


