
Homily 3rd Sunday in Lent 2024

Back in the day, when I was at St Anne's Primary School in the 60s, we would learn the 
Catechism by rote. I also remember learning The Ten Commandments by heart and can 
rhyme them off my tongue to this day:
1.  I am The Lord thy God, thou shalt not have strange gods before me
2.  Thou shalt not take the name of The Lord thy God in vain
3.  Remember to keep holy The Sabbath Day
4.  Honour thy father and thy mother
5.  Thou shalt not kill
6.  Thou shalt not steal
7.  Thou shalt not commit adultery
8.  Thou shalt not bare false witness against thy neighbour
9.  Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's wife
10.Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's goods
The Ten Commandments, listed today in The First Reading of The Liturgy of The Word, are 
very important and Jesus underlines this when he states, 'I have not come to abolish The 
Law but to bring it to perfection.

So, what does this perfecting of The Law or The Torah mean? Once again let's go back to 
Christ who states, 'You have heard it say thou shalt not kill, but I say to you if you have 
killing in your heart, you are already guilty of murder. You have heard it say thou shalt not 
commit adultery, but I say if you have lust in your heart, you are already guilty of adultery.' 
When the woman is found guilty of adultery and about to be stoned, what is Jesus' question? 
'Whoever hasn't sinned cast the first stone?' and one by one, from the eldest, they walked 
away from the woman. The reality is all of us stand guilty before God. Not one of us, based 
on Jesus' standards, lives up to the New Law of Love. Not one of us, if we were brutally 
honest have NOT stolen, have NOT killed, have NOT committed adultery, have NOT 
perjured, have NOT been jealous of our neighbour at least in our thoughts and hearts?

Jesus in today's Gospel rids the Temple of merchants and moneychangers. It wasn't against 
the letter of The Law to trade in the outer courts of The Temple. In fact, such trade was seen 
as making a positive contribution to Temple life, where sacrificial lambs were sold to pilgrims 
to allow them to make the necessary offerings to God. However, Jesus, by his actions of 
cleansing The Temple, reminds the people that The Temple is first and foremost a place of 
prayer and then states the unthinkable for the Jews, 'Destroy this Temple and I will rebuild it 
in three days.' Jesus, in other words, is claiming that he is the new Temple, the new altar of 
sacrifice and final lamb of sacrifice. The Old Dispensation has passed away and its 
perfection is in the person of Jesus himself. Jesus is thus able to demand, 'What I want is 
mercy, not sacrifice.' Disciples of Jesus are thus called, to no longer perform sacrificial 
offerings in The Temple of Jerusalem but to proclaim The Good News that God, through the 
Passion and Death of his Son has ransomed humankind from sin and death. We are called 
to show Jesus’ uncompromising and unconditional love, compassion and MERCY to our 
brothers and sisters in Christ, leaving judgement to God alone.

The fundamental attitude of The Christian disciple must be that of The Publican who sat at 
the rear of The Temple, beat his breast and asked God for mercy and forgiveness, an 
attitude of humility of a sinner before a merciful Father. We can on the other hand stick to 
following the letter of The Law, and like The Pharisee who knew all 613 Jewish laws and 
sub-divisions by heart and who proudly sat at the front of The Temple, foolishly congratulate 
ourselves that we are 'not like other men.'

In Jesus' words, 'Who was found righteous in the sight of God, The Pharisee or The 
Publican?'


