
Homily 4th Sunday in Lent 2024

A wise old priest once told me to read Holy Scripture as if God was speaking 
personally to me, addressing my situation in my time and in my space. He also 
added that we have many priests, many teachers but sadly not. enough prophets. A 
prophet is a person called by God to speak His message, no matter how unpalatable 
that may be. Such men and women kept The OT Chosen People on their toes 
constantly bringing them back to what was truly important, their Covenant 
relationship with Yahweh.

In today’s First Reading from The Book of Chronicles what might God be telling us 
today about our attitudes to and relationship with Him? Are we being sent 
messenger after messenger to call us back to The Gospel, to metanoia, a radical 
change of heart? Do we ridicule the message of those who speak God’s word today? 
Are we consistently ignoring God’s call to repentance and walking towards the 
precipice of disaster? Are we, as the New Israel, heading for ruin and desolation? 
What therefore, can we do, as The New People of God, to respond to God’s 
warnings, so evident in the ‘signs of the times’ today?

In St John’s Gospel, Nicodemus goes to Jesus by night because he sees in Jesus 
God’s final word to humankind. He knows that Jesus’ words threaten the Jewish 
leaders and he fears that he may be condemned if seen associating himself with 
Jesus’ radical message. Jesus however, reassures Nicodemus:
The Son of Man must be lifted up as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert, 
so that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him. Yes, God loved 
the world so much that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in 
him may not be lost but may have eternal life. For God sent his Son into the 
world not to condemn the world, but so that through him the world might be 
saved. No one who believes in him will be condemned; but whoever refuses to 
believe is condemned already, because he has refused to believe in the name 
of God’s only Son.

Jesus, the final word of God, like the Prophet Jeremiah in The First Reading 
reassures us that, even if we have to endure hardship and even disaster, God 
will always be faithful and true to his Covenant. In The Old Testament he uses 
a Gentile King Cyrus to liberate The Chosen People from The Great Exile. 
Today his only Son dies on The Cross to free us from our sin and from death. 
Just as the serpent was raised up by Moses in the desert, and anyone who 
gazed on it was saved so The Son of Man gives eternal life to those who 
believe in his saving power. However, we must also heed Jesus’ words to 
Nicodemus, ‘The light has come into the world but men have shown they 
prefer darkness to the light because their deeds are evil. And indeed, 
everybody who does wrong. hates the light and avoids it, for fear his actions 
should be exposed; but the man who lives by the truth comes out into the 
light, so that it may be plainly seen that what he does is done in God.’



St Paul in The Letter to The Ephesians tells us today, ‘It is by grace that you 
have been saved; not by anything of your own, but by a gift from God; not by 
anything that you have done, so that nobody can claim the credit. So, when I 
am loved so much that God sent his only Son to die for me surely the least I 
can do is repent and love God and my neighbour in return. As it says in The 
Liturgy of Ash Wednesday, ‘Repent and (ABOVE ALL) believe in (AND ACT 
IN A MANNER THAT BEFITS) The Gospel. This is God’s call to me today!


