
Homily 3rd Sunday in Advent - Gaudete Sunday 2025

‘JOY to the World!’

The word JOY, and related vocabulary, is one of the most common words expressing 
emotion in The Bible. There are over 300 references to JOY in The Bible. In the last year we 
have had many causes of great JOY, following intercessory prayer by members of our parish 
community: a man cured of deafness, another of cancer, a baby cured of leukaemia, and 
various other medically unexplained recoveries. Christ TODAY truly breaks into our suffering 
lives and heals us.

Isaiah in today’s First Reading promises that the Messiah will inaugurate a kingdom of great 
JOY, ‘Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then 
shall the lame man leap like a deer, and the tongue of the mute sing for JOY’. This promise 
is repeated and expanded on in The Responsorial Psalm, ‘ The Lord who opens the eyes of 
the blind, the Lord who raises up those who are bowed down…The Lord who protects the 
stranger. The Lord upholds the orphan and the widow but thwarts the path of the wicked.’ 
The promised Messiah will not only perform physical cures but will also lift the downtrodden, 
welcome the stranger and protect the poor.

The Gospel Acclamation proclaims the words of Jesus at the beginning of his public ministry 
in the synagogue at Nazareth, ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; he has sent me to proclaim 
good news of great JOY to the poor. Furthermore, in Luke’s Gospel today, when John the 
Baptist sends his disciples to Jesus to ask if he is The Promised Messiah who will bring in 
this Kingdom of great JOY, Jesus answers, ‘Go and tell John what you hear and see: the 
blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the 
dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to them.’ Jesus importantly 
promises that future disciples will JOYFULLY witness ‘even greater signs than these’. (Jn 
1:50)

Francis MacNutt and Bob Schuchts, the great contemporary Catholic advocates of the 
healing ministry urge us, in their respective books ‘The Healing Reawakening’ and ‘Be 
Healed’, to rediscover the Healing Mission of The Church and remind us that Christ is ‘the 
same yesterday, today and tomorrow’ (Hebrews 3:18). They emphasise that we his disciples 
are ‘sent out’ TODAY to heal the blind, the deaf, the sick in both mind and body. 

Furthermore, Pope Francis RIP, emphasised the DAILY responsibility of each Catholic to 
work for justice for the marginalised, hospitality for refugees and protection of the poor in a 
more equal, even and just world. Francis encourages us, if we are to be authentic disciples, 
to ‘go out’, and be vocal - actively engaging TODAY in the struggle for social justice.

Let’s all therefore realise this Gaudete Sunday, we are TODAY’S disciples of Jesus, called 
to actively promote and bring JOY, HEALING, JUSTICE and PEACE to the most vulnerable, 
abandoned and downtrodden. Let’s remember, ‘Christ has no eyes but our eyes, no feet but 
ours, no hands but our hands and no heart but our heart! (Probably, St Theresa of Avila). 
Oh, what JOY such Christian action would bring to the sick, poor and needy, bringing about 
a much better and JOY-FILLED world for all.


