
Homily Second Sunday of Christmas 4th January 2026

“If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God.” - James 1:5

Jimmy, ‘Jinky’, Johnstone RIP was arguably the best Scottish footballer ever. However, it took 
the wisdom of the great Jock Stein to bring out the genius in Johnstone. In 1965 when Stein 
took over as manager of Celtic, Johnstone was playing reserve football, but Stein saw his 
potential. After training one day ‘Big Jock’ followed ‘Jinky’ into the toilets and said to the little 
red-haired wizard in his inimitable Scottish accent, ‘Hey you wee man, whit are you dae’in the 
reserves. You go oot and show me what you can really dae on Saturday and you’ll be in ma 
team!’ It was just what Johnstone needed, a wise man to believe in him and he went out on 
the Saturday scoring a brace and having the game of his life.

Sometimes we too can languish in the reserves of Christian life. We can be happy to let others 
get on with the task of evangelisation, we can become Sunday Catholics, turning up each week 
for Mass, thinking surely that’s enough. Then a wise ‘Jock Stein’ stops us in our tracks and 
challenges to show our metal as ‘missionary disciples’ and commit ourselves to developing a 
personal relationship with Jesus as our Lord and Saviour. ‘Oh’ you might say, ‘that’s a very 
evangelically Protestant phrase, surely we Catholics should avoid such terms?’ Yet how wrong 
can we be? St Paul in today’s Second Reading to the fledgling Church of Ephesus wisely 
reminds us that this personal relationship with The Christ is essential if we are to be authentic 
disciples, (‘…that God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the 
Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in knowing him intimately having the eyes of your 
hearts enlightened, that you may know Him as your Lord and Saviour as adopted 
daughters and sons of The Father and therefore his sisters and brothers.’ It’s clearly an 
intimate family relationship we are called to as children of The Father, and through The 
Holy Spirit, all siblings of Jesus.)

St John’s Gospel is about wise decisions. John asks us throughout his Gospel to make 
choices. light or darkness, life or death, good or evil… The Evangelist doesn’t force us but 
invites us to make a rational act of faith. John acknowledges that many cannot make that 
choice. Those who do make that wise decision, enter an intimate relationship with Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit, (John states, ‘In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it…. The true light, which 
gives light to everyone, was coming into the world, yet the world did not know him. He 
came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. But to all who did receive him, 
who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God.’)

So, if we want to be truly wise, we must choose to enter this personal relationship with Jesus of 
The Gospel. If we want to make wise choices we must follow his example. If we want to 
express wise words then our words and indeed our actions must be those of Christ: 
unconditional love as in the parable of The Prodigal son; unqualified forgiveness as Jesus’ 
dealings with the woman caught in adultery; deep compassion like that of Jesus as he feels 
sorry for the widow of Nain and raises her son to life; denial of those who heap heavy burdens 
on the shoulders of the already weak without lifting a finger to help them. 

To wisely speak or act like Christ, demands that we deepen our personal relationship with him 
as Our Lord and Saviour, through Prayer, the reading of Holy Scripture and the celebration of 
The Sacred Liturgy of The Church so that as St Paul says, ‘It is no longer me who lives but 
Christ who lives in me.’ Paul’s is true wisdom from God forged from the effects of a deep 
personal relationship with Jesus. 

Stein used his wisdom with Johnstone many times in the footballer’s career. In a European Cup 
quarter final tie against Red Star Belgrade at Celtic Park, Celtic struggled in the first half which 



ended 1-1. Stein, knowing Jinky’s fear of flying, took him aside and said, ‘Wee man, if we win by 
4 or more goals you don’t need to fly to Belgrade with us.’ Johnstone lit up the second half 
scoring a brace tormenting the Belgrade team with a 5-1 win. In a clip from Report on the me, 
‘Jimmy Johnstone was unplayable on the right wing, tormenting the Red Star defence with his 
pace, balance, and dribbling. He scored twice and was directly involved in several other goals, 
delivering a performance widely regarded as among the finest ever in Europe.

If only we would use God revealed wisdom so effectively as missionary disciples!

Some Holy Scripture References of God’s Intimate Relationship With Us

You may not know me, but I know everything about you (Psalm 139:1)
I know when you sit down and when you rise up (Psalm 139:2)
I am familiar with all your ways (Psalm 139:3)
Even the very hairs on your head are numbered (Matthew 10:29-31)
For you were made in my image (Genesis 1:27)
In me you live and move and have your being (Acts 17:28)
For you are my offspring (Acts 17:28)
I knew you even before you were conceived (Jeremiah 1:4-5)
I chose you when I planned creation (Ephesians 1:11-12)
You were not a mistake, for all your days are written in my book (Psalm 139:15-16)
I determined the exact time of your birth and where you would live (Acts 17:26)
You are fearfully and wonderfully made (Psalm 139:14)
I knit you together in your mother's womb (Psalm 139:13)
And brought you forth on the day you were born (Psalm 71:6)
I have been misrepresented by those who don't know me (John 8:41-44)
I am not distant and angry, but am the complete expression of love (1 John 4:16)
And it is my desire to lavish my love on you (1 John 3:1)
Simply because you are my child and I am your Father (1 John 3:1)
I offer you more than your earthly father ever could (Matthew 7:11)
For I am the perfect father (Matthew 5:48)
Every good gift that you receive comes from my hand (James 1:17)
For I am your provider and I meet all your needs (Matthew 6:31-33)
My plan for your future has always been filled with hope (Jeremiah 29:11)
Because I love you with an everlasting love (Jeremiah 31:3)
My thoughts toward you are countless as the sand on the seashore (Psalms 139:17-
18)
And I rejoice over you with singing (Zephaniah 3:17)
I will never stop doing good to you (Jeremiah 32:40)

For you are my treasured possession (Exodus 19:5)
I desire to establish you with all my heart and all my soul (Jeremiah 32:41)
And I want to show you great and marvellous things (Jeremiah 33:3)
If you seek me with all your heart, you will find me (Deuteronomy 4:29)
Delight in me and I will give you the desires of your heart (Psalm 37:4)
For it is I who gave you those desires (Philippians 2:13)
I am able to do more for you than you could possibly imagine (Ephesians 3:20)
For I am your greatest encourager (2 Thessalonians 2:16-17)



I am also the Father who comforts you in all your troubles (2 Corinthians 1:3-4)
When you are broken-hearted, I am close to you (Psalm 34:18)
As a shepherd carries a lamb, I have carried you close to my heart (Isaiah 40:11)
One day I will wipe away every tear from your eyes (Revelation 21:3-4)
And I'll take away all the pain you have suffered on this earth (Revelation 21:3-4)
I am your Father, and I love you even as I love my son, Jesus (John 17:23)
For in Jesus, my love for you is revealed (John 17:26)
He is the exact representation of my being (Hebrews 1:3)
He came to demonstrate that I am for you, not against you (Romans 8:31)
And to tell you that I am not counting your sins (2 Corinthians 5:18-19)
Jesus died so that you and I could be reconciled (2 Corinthians 5:18-19)
His death was the ultimate expression of my love for you (1 John 4:10)
I gave up everything I loved that I might gain your love (Romans 8:31-32)
If you receive the gift of my son Jesus, you receive me (1 John 2:23)
And nothing will ever separate you from my love again (Romans 8:38-39)
Come home and I'll throw the biggest party heaven has ever seen (Luke 15:7)
I have always been Father, and will always be Father (Ephesians 3:14-15)
My question is, Will you be my child? (John 1:12-13)
I am waiting for you (Luke 15:11-32)

Love, Your Brother, Jesus.


