Homily The Baptism of The Lord 11th January ‘26
“You are a priestly, kingly and prophetic people!

| often cuddle my grandchildren. The girls, Seraphina and Winnie | frequently call, ‘My little
princesses.’ Of course, it's a term of endearment expressing our children and
grandchildren’s preciousness and their great dignity. However, is it simply that or are our
children and /or grandchildren not truly little princes, prophets and priests by virtue of their
anointing at Baptism?

In The Old Testament anointing was reserved for priests, kings and prophets. Isaiah speaks
in today’s First Reading of the ‘Anointed’, The Messiah, Priest, King and Prophet who on
receiving The Holy Spirit, ‘will bring forth justice to the nations. He will not cry aloud or lift up
his voice, or make it heard in the street; a bruised reed he will not break, and a faintly
burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice.....a light for the nations,
to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison
those who sit in darkness.” To be anointed therefore, is to be just, humble, quietly doing
God’s will, gentle with the vulnerable, comforting the sick, liberating those in despair and
freeing the anxious and the worried.

St Luke Acts, today’s Second Reading, endorses this Messianic mission proclaiming Jesus
as ‘The Anointed One’, Luke says, ‘As for the word that he sent to Israel, preaching good
news of peace through Jesus Christ — he is Lord of all — you yourselves know what
happened throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee after the baptism that John
proclaimed: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He
went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with
him.’

This sheds light on the debate about why Jesus, The Messiah, was baptised by John. It is
not the baptism of repentance that is important but rather the theophany or manifestation of
God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and the anointing of Jesus by The Spirit for his public
ministry. Later in Luke Jesus is then able to say, ‘The Spirit of The Lord has anointed me to
bring Good News to the poor, liberty to captives, sight to the blind, freedom to the
downtrodden..” when he takes the scroll of the Prophet Isaiah in the Nazareth synagogue
and proclaims, ‘Today in your presence this prophecy is fulfilled.’

Just as Jesus’ anointing by The Holy Spirit, so each one of us at Baptism is anointed to
follow, as missionary disciples, the SERVANT King, Priest and Prophet. We must, by nature
of our anointing, be just, humble, quietly doing God'’s will, gentle with the vulnerable,
comforters of the sick, liberators of those in despair and instruments of compassionate
peace for the anxious and the worried.

We are indeed anointed SERVANT princes, prophets and priests. So, the next time you
affectionately call your children and grandchildren, ‘My little princess!’, you are simply
respecting their God given royal title. How stunningly beautiful is that?



